THE CHALLENGE:  TURNING THE DREAM INTO A REALITY
High unemployment levels prevail nationwide and that means you need to rise above the competition.  Competition among professionals at all levels continues to increase and employers expect their people to expand expertise and contribute to the greater corporate profitability.  This can be done by improving your job skills, by proving you are the best.  Getting certified can be the proof you need.  

 

I am challenging you.  I want you to be the best you can be in 2012.  I want you to write down your goal to pass the CPP exam.  What is 2012 going to look like for you?  Are you going to make the decisions it takes to pass the exam?  You have a choice on what you are going to do with your life and passing this exam CAN change your life.  What are you going to do this year?  What is it that you are going to accomplish?  Are you going to make the decision to pass?   

 

You need to write it down.  If you don’t write it down, it is a wish, a dream.  Dreaming is good thing but only if it leads somewhere.  If it leads somewhere it becomes a vision.  After a vision, it becomes a goal.  This is the time of the year when people decide what they are going to do with their lives.  I am not talking about a New Year’s resolution.  Make it more resolute.  Make it something that you do.  Make it something that you can breakdown into measurable units.  In other words, get a written plan.

 

Your plan should include what you are going to do to accomplish your goal.  How are you going to do that?  Write it down in small steps.  You may not have a life while you are working towards your goal of becoming a CPP, but it will be worth it.  You need to decide to do it and then apply yourself.  Once you write it down, post it somewhere where you can read it every day.  

You want to rise above others. You don’t want to be typical, average, or normal.   Be weird.  Get a level of performance that changes the quality of your life.  What are you going to do?  You better write it down.  You don’t want to be known as a dreamer.  That’s not a compliment.  That just means you are lazy and you wish for things.  You wait for things to come to you. You need to go get what you want, not wait for someone else to hand it to you.

 

This is the time of the year where you reassess where you are going and how you are going to get there.  Nobody else has the answer to your life, just you.  Which are you?  The solution or the problem?  Be the solution.  Write down your goal to pass the CPP exam. Break it down into participating in the weekly study group, reading everything related to Payroll/HR/Accounting.
No More Excuses 

Whether it's the fear of something new or the belief that you'll never accomplish your goal, sometimes ideas in your head just won't let go. But once you can get past those thoughts, you realize you've kick-started yourself toward change — there's no turning back now! 

Changing your life for the better is neither quick nor easy. In fact, it's way TOO easy to make excuses for not trying — either you say you're busy or it's tough. When it comes to studying, motivation is the key to get you moving. No more lame excuses! 

You may be giving up a few weeks (ok-more than a few weeks) of a social life, but it's not torture. Force yourself to form a study habit. 

 

Benefits of a Study Group: 

 

· As the complexities of payroll administration become more recognized and demanding, it becomes even more important to stay abreast of the many issues constantly affecting the payroll profession. 

· It will help you manage and administer payroll operations smoothly and effectively. 

· Most importantly it will help you study and pass the exam while offering a networking support system of professionals with the same goal.

 

Why should you join? 

· Enhance your knowledge and skills as a Payroll Professional by attending weekly study sessions. 
· Network with professionals in your same industry and/or company size. Share stories, solve problems, and learn new ideas. 

· Take advantage of the opportunities to share your skills and ideas on various topics. 

· Finally and most importantly...for your professional development! Relax and enjoy this organization of professional peers. 

 

 
“Regardless of what came before or of what has yet to come, what matters most right now is how I choose to respond to the challenge before me. Will I lie down or will I fight? The choice is mine and I choose to Finish Strong.”  ~Dan Green
